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M albeutna, 22nd . June 1909.

In reply to your telephone message for

..-.,,,'_=_ . remarks on the climate of Northern Territory, 1
_heve the homour to furnish, herewitn, the desired
inforaation.

y Lo - 1 have the hongur to be,
8ir,

Your obedlent servant,

) A S

fommonweslth Neteorologlet. .

1e Secretury,
Papt. of Home Affairs.
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‘ROTES ON THE CLINATE OF THE WORTHERN o
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At Port Derwin, which town generally represents the
- T n.rﬂut the mean mixigum temperatures range from
; ﬂ'lu‘u::;—ri‘ra degrees, Fah., in November to eighty-

| 'r- 4h ﬁpﬂ: :.n July_ and the meun minimum from sixty-seven

: "4. *_'L d.i,};r ‘to-about seventy-seven degrees in 511 the summer
J-_.'—""-I---- - »
e - mont __:_,FJ;T the year. The mean variations it will be observed

_'emn:bll. varying in the meang in the hottest mnd
"g;l{nb:dn-ﬁt monthe by only 28 degrees, but penetrating
ﬂm towards the Anterior, the differences of temperature
hﬂ.‘hmnm t.]m ‘nottest snd ecoldest nnn!:-hu ;rn;ﬂn
W ratio, Taking Daly Waters us typicsl of

- umﬁitimu in Central parts of the Territory, the

=nﬂm tuupnrnturu reaches 102.7 degrees :ﬂ.h._ in Inﬂm-'

"rmnl the mean minimum drops to 52.5 in July. .ngniu ga=-
—h ,f gg#“u‘hiﬂ farther southwards to Alice Springs which fairly ;
thgaiuhﬁl nﬂnditlunn in southern parts and the elevated

:pm:l'.ct,nnn of the centre of the Continent, the mesn summer

‘l_

im attaing a height of Y8 degrees in J-.:mmr:r and mnﬂ-ﬂ:,
ind the mean ninimm fellse below 20 degrees in July, the mid- .
dls of the winter.

During the six monthe{oumuer), the conditionz are
moigt and humid, and for the mot part, trying owing to the
persintent indraft of monsoonal winds from the equatorial sess,
I‘Alrin,g the remuinder of the yesr, the conditions mre more
2ndurable, for ailthough temperatures ars warm, the 4Ary pre-
¥alling 5.E. trode winde from the interior ond Western Queeno-
land, render 1ife enjoyablie, and mt times poonibly exhilarnting

North of latitude 15 8., the rolnfall varies from
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ENCLOSURE

=N ..”fﬁh lnqh_ng on the Ben const to 40 :.n::hra. thﬁ—ﬁmrrrn'f“‘
'ﬁ'} ﬁum:u;; :ran:rrdnd ‘Bt Katherine . From thig lotitude Bauth-
E:!» tm the nnnunl totals Eradually declinme to 11
21 Altce Springe.

In the Neorthern areas

inches at

» 8¢ rainy ceagon lasts
%Mﬂlﬂlﬂ to April, during which months the :In:lur

L_mﬂnn of the annusl raipn falls, the quantities resorded

- . ilfml July, and Jugust, being negligible,

hT'

& s
: r

_ _1.'&![\;- same characteristics, the wettest months being lwmnr
'T @m inclusive. Little or no rain falls during the

~ Tomainde nr the year.

b 'I.I - '::_ -

Yiaxl

':.ii}:_,_ iﬂfu fq, although January, February, apd December, are
; mthu. yet t.lm nun;n departures do not vary tg

tmtm from the guantities recorded in the rmin

’h;g:'t.hp of the year.

!ﬂrum_quaﬂn ﬂnd_fn:'mit:.- of umlhut:i.qa is

.| v
; -

In th: Centrel aremn, the din:-i‘nutinn fullm

n: ﬂm ’Enuthﬂw. zone, the monthly distribation is

- ai;r upon Monsconsl visitations for rainm.

: En,pnrru.t:lun resultn hwr: not ‘b:u:n nhta:t:nnd. Irom
'lHl !rut. norihern parts of the Territory, but (t must be
“Very coasiderdble,for Alice Springs, with lower temperntures,
ﬂn'll an snnusl loss of eight Teet in exposed water, which
important fact must be seriously contended with In mny pro-
Jeets for water storage end conoervation.

The sttached table gives a Comporison between the

elimatioc conditionm af Horthern Australio with ‘Hode &t

Colombo mnd Singagore. It will be noticed, by reference to

ithe figures, thet whiie tamperatures are hotter i Aistrelils
during the summer montho, ¥et the anmual rapnge is conciderably
in eaxcesn of that gf more equatarial lrtltude_  ond congequently

ffreo

'q'

3 'um of the Northern Territory are dupunaun‘h ﬂm‘t 1--
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m this point of view, is more endurable!for f.h'g:'permﬂﬁunt

t _j -Iuttlmm- veur in ond year out, than is-elither

d '. ._| |' -'-',_ﬁl_g];ui of the ¥alay Feninsula., The humidity und wet bulb

ﬂi_l'_l:,l;uc gire glsora like: verdiat, Tropienl heat, when
e -
puﬁﬂn’-ﬁad with high relative humidity is muggy snd oppres-
i‘:j.g‘n .'h.u an ln.nrmun: effect, physicnl and mental action

g 1,1! mﬂltura.'nly reduced or becomes even impossible; these

-l'q-| ttupﬂ.tim undoubtedly exist in the Northern parts of the
'r_- ﬁﬁi}w Tor n:n.rl;r nix montha of the year, the winter

g _j"l e anth l :[n. ﬂ:iﬂ Erea, hNowever, enjoy & climate wmhich should
rmmwm. and physical affort distinctly possible, if

..nn_ﬁﬂiurihlu by reseon of the dryness and comparatively

: e *HMM‘ Inhithntand-ing: the high temparature, the

‘!hfu fact hes been demonstrated in 'Elﬁﬂﬂl ﬁiﬂ;ﬂnﬂ-
E;l.ﬂ‘ﬂ Enﬁth ‘Australis, the nerthern parts of Vietoria, mnd

™
3, 'Iiha western districts of New South Wales, where temperature

] e

-« LW ‘in excesa of those experienced in Central Australia
ﬁﬂa ‘been registered by many degrees.
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AYNUAL RATNFALL THMUPRRATURE : © HUMIDITY
‘Height Mearn Mean Highest| L'eet |Mean Mean  Mean |oo rr.“- Ve .
4 sl : HusmeT Wintex: | _'en on mex dnimin in| 9 am lendinglo g; E:;:rd
M.S,L. | Average Highest| Lowest|(Dec,Jan | (Jun,Jly, Record | R'cord hot'st| cold'st Bunrerd Wet |Win- | Wer
— Fah],' Au;g"_.l month | month morith Bulb |(ter | Balp
N T
L;:; m:-.%}lﬁl
~Po7t Parwin | 97 81.54 | 81,72 |[40.68 | 84,3 78.5 104,89 66.6 | 94.0 | 66.B Ea 18,6 | 58 | g7.6
Pally Waters | 700 27.07 | 45,95 8,99 | 86,9 70,3 116,1 0.8 |102,7| &2,6 Sl 78.0 46 | 56,5
Alice Springell926 10,97 | 27,21 | b5.39 | 83.1 56.0 117.0 23,0 | ®98.4: 38.2 32 | 66,0 | 54 | 47,0
Wyndhan 23 27,60 | 53.25 |14,40 | 88,4 1746 111.8 50.0 | 98.2| 66,1 | 64 | 7e.5 | 45 | 4.0
annsvl1ye 40 50,73 | 87.73 |14.,45 | 82.1 87,8 99,3 44,0 || B2,4 | 66,8 | 68 | 77,0 | &7 | &2.0
Bricbane 137 48,36 | BB,26 |16.,17 | 76.7 66,1 108.9 38,1 || BE.4| 47.7 | 66 | 70.7 | 72 | 62.B
Fi!’l{' P.:.rﬂ o - Eu.ﬂl IllE.EE E‘l-EH Eﬂ'l.ﬁ ED.E =, | et E'g |g '?3.3 ?I? Talrt I Tﬂ i 'FLI.E
Golombo™ 40 86,65 80.8 79.5 gb.8 £5.0 78 76.5 75 | 74.1
e [ T |
Approximate Area of Territory with Average Annual Ralnfall cver 40 inches 86600 sg, miles
" " n " n " from B0 to 40 inches 217390 sg. miles
" " " " n " under 20 inches 219730 ggq. milee
® Bingapors The average raintfall (96,01) is the mean for 10 years cof E stations in Districi, "
Temperature and Humidity are for 1 year enly (1907) A : ,5_]
¥
& Colomboc Extreme Range of mean temperature for the year is only 3°.0 JT..P'
Humidity for 1 year nnl:.'m]f-'l'm'?] pnd taken from cbeervations in morning and alternson.



Mean min

Lowest min coldest month

Darwin 14015 2004-2013
_
Daly Waters 14626 2004-2013
T
Alice Springs 15590 2004-2013
L
Wyndham 1013 2004-2013

Townsville 32040 2004-2013

Brisbane 40913 2004-2013

All six 2004-2013

Mean summer/ Mean hottest/
winter coldest month

All six 2004-2013 24.5



